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STANLEY S .  HUBEARD 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 

August 12,200 

The Honorable Michael K. Powell 
Chairman 
FCC 
Room 8 B201 - 445 - 12th Street S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Confirrnea 

DEC 0 3 2002 

Distribution Center 

I remember well OUT interesting conversation in your office on October 2. 
What you have done in regard to DTV is, unfortunately, in OUT free market 
society the only way that digital television is going to be available to all 
Americans. What you did took courage, and I congratulate you. 

As always, if I can be of any help, please give me a call. 

Best personal regards, 

Stanley S. Hubbard 

cle 

cc: Stanley E. Hubbard 
Robert W. Hubbard 
Ward L. Quaal 





August 13,2002 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

How dare you tell me, as a consumer, that I must go 'digital' for television use. Progress 
is supposed to be a freedom of choice - choice of the manufacturer and choice of the 
consumer/public. 

There are no safety issues to force this decision on the American public so why are you 
interfering with competition? We should have choices and not be dictated to. I do not 
need a better picture or clearer sound and am happy with the setdtechnology I currently 
have. I am sure many Americans feel the same way. 

You are misusinghbusing your powers and changes must be made. Let the American 
public make its own choices - we are capable of that. Let new technology proceed or 
stall at its own pace, not at one you choose to artificially create. I wonder again why you 
are interring with free enterprise? 

Why does the government interfere or feel they have to regulate every aspect of our 
lives'? They have definitely forgotten many of the reasons immigrants came to this 
country. 

I hope consumers and manufacturers challenge any rulings in this area. 

How convenient that the government is taking over analog channels for their private use. 
Stealing from broadcasters is another outrage. Eminent domain was intended to be for 
emergency or crisis situations and again and again agencies, like yours, continue to step 
on the little person. 

Let the American people make choices of how they want to live their lives. America is 
truly not a country I am proud to be a citizen of. 

Act now to make changes. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Carol Wirth 
503 Linn 
Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
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M r .  Augie G. Hiebert 
111 F Gtreet 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2214 

Dear Augie: 

COMMlflEt ON ACPROPRIATIONS 

Thank you for your letter of June 29th, 2002, regarding 
the FCC mandate to Convert television translators from 
analog to digital broadcasting by May 2003. 
your frustrations surrounding this challenge. 

Appropriati0nt'l, b&ll repoPted.. by, the Senate- Appropriations 
Committee; is;::the, only bill.+obat CpEoviides funding to replace 
translatore,. while &her. €$?der@ -prograrhs. address the 
funding, needed,: to..zeplace..iequipment  such^, as camerae, towere, 
and producti&n'"atIldlios .fbF. pub1ic'~brbtldoasting: ' Thie *will 
allow sighaZWgltbduced. in.Anchorag6 KAIW,  Fairbankii' 
(KUAC) , Jtmeau' :(KT007 , and Bethel (KY-tJK) be transmitted 
to .rural copunifies. ,The. bilk  providel la . $15 million 
natfonwide,)for .thiB :purpose; (out. of 4:,#53.9. million Distance 
Liearning and Telemedicine fund) to.edeure that rural areae 
nat.ionwide have access to digital broadcast news and 
inforniatiurr . 

Also ,  the FY03 'Labor, HHS, and Education Appropriation0 
bill reported by the Senate Approgriationa Committee 
included $50 pillion for conversion; f o r  public broadcasting 
stations na&i.onwids &,,..Alaska will .beite$iG from this funding. 
Last year's2 million waeiapprppriated L;or:thi@ guzpoee. To 
date; Alaeka sfations have rec ved $3. mislion ~c5f 'khe. $12 
mill i.ofi -distributed %at ionwgde . Anchorage Will be 
home,' to .a ,tieGJ.'sEata-af-the-art reduction '.studio for  
Alahlka.'public,'bMadcaatera: .. The.new.:etudio will .put Alaska 

At leaet . one .,of those ahow8 ;will be an' educational .:channel 
to s e w c  acticpol 'children. , .  , .. , I  . 

I understand 

I t ' w y  interest'you to know that the BY03 Agriculture 

I 

~ c i n g , , ~ d ~ e , ~ ~ n d ~ w ~ l ~ . ~ a ~ ~ o ~  aut .public teleaision 
toi2broadcait at leaec .fOU~~~:shows:.simultaneOusly. 

, .  . .  



Augie 0 .  Hiebert 
July 30, 2002 

Also, the Senate Appropriations Committee reported the 
FY03 Commerce, Justice, and State Appropriations hill which 
funds, through the National Telecommunicationa and 
Information Administration, $51.776 million nationwide for  
planning and construction grants f o r  public television, 
radio, and non-broadcast facilities, with priority given to 
applicatione to convert from analog to digital broadcasting - this represent;@ a 20 percent increaee over last year. 
Alaeka stations are eligible for these funds. 

With bemt wiahee, 

Cor ially, 

44kTrnENS 



13 August 2002 

Senator Ted Stevens 
U. S. Senate, Alaska 
522 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Ted. 

RE: UHF-TV Translators for fill-in - extended reach 

Thanks for yours of 30 July. My frustration is not convJrsion from Analog to Digital, We 
want Digital. We urgently need UHF Translators for fill-in and extending necessary 
coverage within Primary areas of service (where Mourjtains blind us and beyond. What 

auctioning it awayl 

we need is to wake up the FCC to what they ave Broadcasters ear I y in the game when 
everyone thought UHF was worthless, then (B esignating It for Broadcast use, now insist on 

i 
The harm to Alaska, which originally was given every YHF and UHF channel in the 
Broadcast Spectrum, is that we need the UHF channqls for Translators to serve where the 
people live around the "bend of the Mountain, and mapy miles beyond primary Metro 
range. 

ay for our own--give that mone 
&r Community 
and we thank 

And for the future welfare of Alaska's ood health(and!the Country's)--please be sure you 
and yop l l eagues  make it MAJOR1 B Y again come fJovemberl 

I 

I 
cc' Mr. AI Bramstedt I 

enc. FIFTY YEARS OF UHF TELEVISION - What was dedicated to Broadcast use. 
FCC's 4th Report t i  Order, establishing UHF for TV usp July 11, 1951, Worth reading1 

phnc: (907) 272-7019 Fax: (907) 561-4242 lii-nm 



FIFTY YEARS OF UHF TELEVISION 
Flf& yeam ago. on April 11,1962. the FCC adopted 
thair Slxth Report and Ortkr (RbO) regardlng 
tolwnrklon channel ailocetlona. It MI) publlshsd in tho 
h d e d  Ragkter on May 2, 1952. 7hir ~~wlmark 
fullng tKrm the FCC oamplshly mh.p.d the 
television brasdowt In-. tho 6th R(L0 was a 
culminatlon of a aefiea of iuu(# (Dodub 8738, 
8976, 8976 and 9175) confmnIlng tha FCC. Them 
lndudod the ending the 1948 TV appllewtion "freea", 
the opening of the UHF band for W, a masllhro hMe 
of clunml aaaignment6 and other allocation crlterla, 
the rcler*lgnment of dozone of VHF statlorn to 
reduce lnterfsrpmoe, and tho wlablkhrnent of non- 
m m l r d a l  educational tdevivlon by mewing 
channdr In hundndr of communMe6. 

FIf& years ago vkbnclriw of both commsrcid and 
lchrcatlonal wOanlxstlon8 W the fwsrlght to u r n  
hard to obtain mom channelr adopt technical 
stendrrb, dovmlop new recaption and trensmlulon 
technology and make changw when nOCOSSary. It 
WBI a Ume when mwiver techndcgy was In ita 
Infancy, trarwunkulm syslomcl worn erpenrlve and 
public l nkmt  WBI a8 high on the mlnds of 
bmdcwtan as brwdotwtlng was on tho mlnda of 
publla By 1962, thom worn o w  17 mlliion VHF-only 
Mack (L whlte TV mcelvora for a pqxdatlon MI50 
mllllbn poplo. 

F m  the Wlr 'Slxth Report EL O W  It Is apparent 
that other Repotta p m w W  this one. Indeed the 
wrles of dockrtr began by M Order adopted on 
September 30, 1848 to "haze" plllcerlng and 
construction of 420 proposed new TV statlono until 
cumant pm#erm wkh VHP alloccltlons and new 
tmhnlcal nJw Eould be worked out. 

The Flmt and Seoond R&O d d t  with @on8 In 
movlng toward cdw bloviaion aerrrits. In the Third 
R&O, Sdoptod June 20, 1951, the Comrnkslon 
deoidad to oontlnw th. %we' on now TV swlom 
and C0ntlnu.d to wntsrnplllto how N mlght USE 
UHF fmqumciee. 

The FCC's Fowh R&O wu adopted only weelu 
later on July 11,1961. In It, the UHF Mevlslon band 
we8 setPMl6had by removing 5 MHz wlglnally 
atllgned for facllmlle (470475 MHz) &nU 25 MHz 
(476400 MHz) wlglnaly rssMvsd (br common wrrrler 
moMio rsnrloe to omto a band behveen 470 and 
E90 MHz exduaivdy for telwlsbn. 

In that same month (It must have k e n  a cool July In 
WarhlngOon that year) the FCC lwued Ib FRh WO, 
adopted July 25,1951. In It, the FCC wntlnued the 
'fmuif but ellowad lome #atlotw to mob  
mwIfloaHon8 on a ca8e-by-m~) basis whlle 
revlowing iaswe d UHP Ilkcdlm and conddomd 
changing mileage sspontlans khmsn VHP stations. 

Upon reading tha Ordm one Is stnick by the fad 
that each of the Commlulonn gcmemlly had a R n n  
npny, on the I n w s  at hand end commenbd 
waa(no((y on ennpldng mattom (u wdl m pdky In 
thelr commenb on the Ordem. EWh Commlsoloner 
at the Umo haU an lneerlng d a t a n t  to explain 

It la 1-0 to note that the muto to dlglbd 
televlslon has developed In much the same way. A 
freeze on comtwtM of an- IteHonr. hundmda 
of oommnteo rneetlngr, dtwolopmont d spprlcatlon 
and implemonlation polldm, ~rtaMkhmet of 
tachnloel tules, and finally a channd aerignment 
table. Some thlngr wwr change. 

the lntrlcader d all a on8 and prappgotbn. 



August 14,2002 

K$KEr FILE COPY QRiGINAL 

David W. Shean 
I71 Swanton Street Apt 44 

Winchester, M A  01890 
\ ,, ~, ~ . : ~ '  

Confirmed 
DEL e :! 2002 Kevin J. Martin 

Commissioner 
Federal Commmications Communication 
Washingion, DC u,&bu$oru Gmter 

Dear Commissioner: 

I wanted to take a moment to congratulate you 011 your (opposing) vote for digital TV 

The last thing this country needs is six hundred dollar televisions. 

I suppose things are "hopping" at the FCC these days with the country surging into the 
"digitalitis inovenlent". (also known as "analog paranoia"). 

Different is different ... better is better. What the country needs is a few (better) options 


